
 

Notes from the Office 
 

Dear Families, 

November was a wonderful month of celebrating students 
and families at AEC.  We honored our veterans with a school 
wide assembly which was very special.  This was a terrific 
learning experience for our students and a wonderful 
opportunity to bring everyone together for the first time in 
years.  We were grateful to have Ron Fraser and John P. 
MacEachern from the Legion join us as well as Donnie 
MacDonald from the Municipality of the County of 
Antigonish.  Our piper, Kurtis Bryden, a veteran himself and 
parent from our AEC community, was an impressive and 
memorable addition.  Bringing greetings from the SRCE 
regional office was our Family of Schools Coordinator and 
former principal, April Weaver.  Special thanks is extended to 
the staff and students who contributed to our ceremony. 
 

November also marked the grand opening of our outdoor 
classroom.  We were honored to have Miranda Gould, 
Coordinator of Mi'kmaw Education Services join us to smudge 
the classroom and students Shilo Pictou and Casey 
Supernault danced for us in their jingle regalia.  Mrs. 
Kennedy’s primary class, Mrs. MacPhie’s grade three class 
and Mme. Chiasson’s grade 4 class joined us while the 
remainder of the school enjoyed via live stream.  Classes are 
currently entering submissions in a contest to name our new 
outdoor space.  Stay tuned!  They are submitting some great 
options! 

 

A highlight of November was certainly seeing so many 
parents/guardians in the school for our Parent Teacher 
event.  It is wonderful to be able to welcome you back into 
the school again. 
 

Staff at AEC have been working on professional development 
that involves getting students moving and active while 
learning.  We are excited for the possibilities for brain 
development with the many new strategies we are learning!  
Watch our January newsletter for our Student Success Plan 
goals in student wellness, literacy, and math. 
 

December is looking just as interesting.  We look forward to 
seeing you at our Tree Lighting on December 1st which is 

open to our AEC students and their families.  Then we will 
welcome ticket holders at our Holiday Concerts on December 
13th and 14th. 
 

Check out our calendar at the end of the newsletter for some 
fun theme days ahead too!   
 

On behalf of the entire staff at AEC, we wish you and your 
family a restful and peaceful holiday break.  We look forward 
to seeing your children again on Tuesday, January 3rd when 
school resumes.  In the meantime, enjoy your time together. 

  
Happy holidays! 
 
 Joanne Landry, Principal 

 
Holiday Concert 

Holiday Concerts will be taking place on 
December 13th and 14th this year during the 
school day. Scheduling our concerts during 
the day ensures 100% of our students have 
an opportunity to participate in their 
concert.  If we should happen to have a 
storm day on the 13th or 14th, the concert 
scheduled for that day will be moved to 

December 15th.  Parking will be limited and carpooling, when 
possible, is encouraged. We realize getting to the concert 
during the day can sometimes be challenging for some 
parents/guardians and want to say thank you for your 
understanding and juggling your schedules in an attempt to 
join us.   
 
As much as we would like to invite all family members, we 
are simply not able to fit everyone due to Fire Marshall 
regulations.  We can only accommodate parents/guardians 
and appreciate your understanding.  We are having a tree 
lighting on December 1st with no restrictions on numbers 
since it is an outdoor event and look forward to seeing 
families there! 

 
Parent/guardian concert tickets will be sent home December 
9th.  If you want to purchase VIP raffle tickets, the final day to 

purchase is December 2nd.   
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Report Cards 
Report Cards were sent home electronically on November 
21st.  If you have not received a report card or if you do not 
have email access, please contact us. 
 

Tree Lighting 
Our AEC families are welcome to join us for a 
tree lighting on December 1st at 6:30pm.  We 
will have games, hot chocolate, and cookies. 
Donations to the food bank will be accepted.  
We hope to see you there.  We will all be 
wearing green to school that day as a reminder 
to everyone! 

 
Cookies & Hot Chocolate 
The Cafeteria is having a cookie special on 
Monday, December 19th for $3.00. This special 
features a cup of hot chocolate and a large melt in your 
mouth milk chocolate chunk cookie. Cookies and hot 
chocolate must be pre-ordered by December 15th and will be 
served at snack time on December 19th. 

Attendance 
If your child is going to be absent or late, please 
email aec.attendance@srce.ca or call one of 
our secretaries, 902-867-8800, instead of 
contacting your child’s teacher.  We confirm 

attendance by 9:30 am and will need to contact 
parents/guardians of unexcused students.  Our contact could 
involve a text message or email reminding you to inform the 
school of your child’s absence. 
 

After School Plans 
If you have to change after school plans for your child during 
the day, please contact the office, not yor child’s teacher, 
before 2 pm. Contacting your child’s teacher will not 
guarantee information is relayed to your child as teacher are 
not always able to check their phones or emails often 
through the day. 

 

Knights of Columbus 
We would like to thank the Knights of Columbus for 
generously donating a variety of winter coats to our school.  
With the cold winter days ahead, we will have a few students 
who will appreciate the warmth of a new coat. 

 
KOC Toy Drive   
On Thursday, December 8th students are encouraged to 
wear “Santa’s Favourite Colours”.  Donations of $2.00 will be 
accepted at the office. All proceeds go directly towards the 
KOC Toy Drive to help families in need in our community. 
Thank you so much for your support! 

 
Can you believe it is December? December is always a busy 
month with lots to do and much anticipated 
excitement. Please keep in mind that the students are busy 
preparing for their concert and other celebratory activities 
and therefore they may have a more difficult time managing 
their emotions.  Remind them to do 'Turtle': Stop, take some 
deep breaths, and state the problem and how they feel. We 
all need some quiet time when we are busy.  
 
As we prepare for the holidays, I wish you all joy and 
happiness, and relaxation. During the holidays, remember 
that schedules and routines change, and sleep patterns are 
‘off schedule’. For some kids this can be unsettling. Preparing 
them for changes – what they can expect and what you 
expect of them, may help head off a meltdown. And…, don’t 
forget to give yourself a break and have fun!  
 
School Counselling office is looking for gently used toys (Lego, 
dolls, dinkies, etc.).  If you are purging, please consider 
donating to the counselling room.  
See you all in 2023  
 
Kim Grant (she, her), M.Ed., RCT-C, CCC  
AEC School Counsellor  
kim.grant@srce.ca  

 
Allergy Awareness 
Parents and students are reminded that we 
have several students with food allergies at 
AEC. We are a Nut Smart School. Students are 
not permitted to share or trade food items. Please do not 
send holiday food items to your child’s classrooms. Thank 
you! 
 

Students are reminded that Nutella is a hazel nut product 
that can cause severe allergic reactions in students with nut 
allergies. 
 
As a nut smart school, we request that students do not bring 

Nutella or baked goods containing Nutella to school. 
 

Welcome to AEC 
AEC is very excited to welcome preservice teachers and 
teacher assistants for their first practicum of the 2022/23 
school year.  Their energy and enthusiasm is always a 
wonderful addition to our school community.  Joining us are: 

 
STFX Preservice Teachers 
Maura Kell in Tamara Statchook’s Grade 4 Class 
Jennifer Lilly in Cordis MacDonald’s Grade Primary 
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Jacob Buis in Susanne Kelly MacPhie’s Grade 3 Class, Ali 
Delaney in Kelly Samson’s 1 Class, Nadeeka Gamma Ralalage 
in Tiffany MacNeil’s Grade 2 Class, Maria Georgoudis in 
Lynnette Babin’s Grade 3 Immersion Class, John Kyte in Alison 
Clapperton’s Grade 4 Class, and Tyronne Watson in Darren 
Weaver’s ¾ Class. 
 

NSCC Social Services – Teacher Assistant 
Placement  
Nina Worth 
Hannah MacIsaac 
 
 

Birthday Invitations 
We realize birthday parties are exciting 
events for children.  However, when 
invitations are brought to school to be 
handed out, they can cause those not 
invited to feel excluded and divisions among friend groups.  
We ask that birthday invitations not be sent to school to be 
handed out. Thank you for your cooperation. 
 

 

SAC 
We are very happy to report that our School Advisory Council 
membership is growing. At our November meeting one dozen 
people showed interested in our School Advisory Council.  
We had a very successful meeting.  Meeting minutes can be 
found on the AEC website at aec.srce.ca for anyone to view.  
The next meeting is scheduled for January 9th at 6:30. All are 
welcome to attend.  

 
Dress for the weather 
At least three times a day all students 
will go outside unless we have heavy 
rains. A change of clothes for your 
child could save you a phone call, if 
he/she gets wet or muddy.  

We always encourage our students to be prepared for the 
weather. Please remember a few tips when preparing for the 
day: 

-Be prepared for those cold days with winter coats, hats, 
mitts and snow pants or splash pants. 
-Everyone should have an extra set of clothes packed in their 
backpacks. There is lots of mud out there and we have been 
making a lot of phone calls this fall for parents/guardians to 
bring a change of clothes! 
-Label everything, especially hats and mitts  

 
Label, Label, Label! 
Please label all your children’s items. Our lost and found is 
growing daily with items that do not have a name. 

KOC Free Throw  
Knights of Columbus Free Throw 
Competition will be held Thursday, 
December 1st at 2:45 -4:00 pm at SAJS 
gym. 

 



 

 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

                                                                                                          2022  
 
 

  
 

  
Free Throw at SAJS, 
December 1st at 2:45 pm 

1  Day A 

Wear Green! 
AEC Tree Lighting 
Donations to Food 
Bank accepted. 

2  Day B 
  

Celebrate Hannukah, 
wear blue & white 
 

3 
 

4 
 

5  Day C 
 

6  Day D 
 

7  Day E 8  Day F 

KOC $2  
Children’s 
Holiday 
Fundraiser 

9  Day G 

Unite for Kwanza 
Wear Red, Green and 
black 

10 
 

11 
 

12  Day H 

 
 

13 Day A 

Holiday Concerts 
11:00 am – P/1F-VL, PF-
LC, 1-IT, 2-TM, 3-JH, 
3/4E-DW 
1:00 pm – P-CM, P-KH, 1-
MM, 1/2F-EC,3-AC, 4-BM 

14  Day B 

Holiday Concerts 
11:00 am – P-CC, 1/2E-SF, 
2-LM, 2/3F-EL, 3F-LB, 4-
TS, 4-TM, 1:00 pm – P-JK, 
1-KS, 2-EB, 2/3E-JR, 3-
SKM, 4F-WC 
 

15 Day C   

Holiday Concert Storm 
Day 
 
Cookie & Hot 
Chocolate orders 
due. $3.00 

16 Day D 

Final day to return all 
Library books  
 
Free Pancake Breakfast 
& Pajama Day 

 
 

17  

 

18 

Happy 
Hanukkah 
December 18th-26 

19  DAY E 

Holiday 
Sweaters 
 
Cafeteria Special: 
Hot Chocolate & 
Cookies (pre-ordered) 

20  Day F 

Holiday 
Bling! 
wear festive  
attire! 

21   

 

Holiday  
Break  
Begins-No classes  

22  
 

23  

  

24  
 

25 
 
 

Merry Christmas & 

Happy Holidays 

26 
 

27  28  

 

29  

 

30  

School resumes 
January 3rd! 
It will be day G 

31 
 


